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 AGENDA

TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

12.00-12.05 Welcome Dr Frances Elmslie

12.05-12.30 Overview: How is genomics impacting cancer?
Dr Kalnisha Naidoo
Dr Nirupa Murugaesu

12.30-12.55

Lynch Syndrome Project
Lynch syndrome is an inherited condition which affects approximately 1 in 300 individuals and results in an increased risk  
of colorectal, endometrial and other cancers.

This session will introduce the ongoing national transformation project which aims to:
•  Determine geographical variation and barriers to accessing the testing pathways.
•  Embed universal testing for Lynch syndrome in colorectal and endometrial cancer patients across all cancer services in England through improved 

and standardised diagnostic pathways.
•  Provide training and support to enable mainstream oncology teams to offer genetic testing for Lynch syndrome for eligible patients. 
•  Demonstrate the clinical impact of testing pathways on access to personalised/stratified care following a cancer diagnosis. 
•  Develop and embed infrastructure to provide Lynch syndrome expert networks linking primary, secondary and tertiary care in each GMSA region.

Dr Adam Shaw
Dr Kevin Monahan
Dr Max Whibley

12.55-13.20

Haemato-oncology
This session will focus on the germline predisposition to acute myeloid leukaemia (AML) and myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS).  
It will give an overview of the six genetic loci, linked with familial AML and MDS and focus on how to integrate this in daily practise  
in evaluation of myeloid malignancies. It will also focus on DDX41, which is the most commonly mutated gene in familial AML/MDS. 

The talk will also provide a brief overview of:
•  The Spectrum of Bone marrow failure disorders and it’s associated Genomics.
•  Multi-system manifestations of these BMF disorders, and the multi-specialty input, that is needed
•  How integral Genomics is now to our practise in BMF, the conundrums we still face, and our promise/wishlist for the future from this

Dr Shreyans Gandhiand
Dr Austin Kulasekararaj

13.20-13.45

Targeted therapies inc ctDNA
This talk will discuss the NHS Genomic Medicine Service and the role of Genomic Tumour Advisory Boards  
in delivering precision medicine to patients with solid cancers.  

The talk will be focus on addressing the following issues:
•  What are the practical challenges for translating tumour sequencing into clinical decision making?
•  How do we embed genomics in our diagnostic and treatment pathways?
•  How do we use genomic data to support use of targeted drug therapy for patients to improve outcomes?
•  How do we use genomic data to increase the number of patients getting access to targeted therapies beyond approved drugs?

Dr Debashis Sarker

13.45-13.55 Q&A

13.55-14.00 Closing remarks
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For further information about the South East GMSA please visit our website or email us. For further information about genomics please click here.

Dr Kalnisha Naidoo
Dr Kalnisha Naidoo is a consultant Morphomolecular Pathologist at King’s College Hospital 
and an adjunct/honorary Senior Lecturer in the School of Cancer and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences at King’s College London. She is the Molecular Pathology Lead for the Southeast 
Genomics Laboratory Hub, and is the Molecular Pathology Training Lead in Histopathology 
for the London Deanery. She is passionate about growing the next generation of 
Morphomolecular Pathologists. Her research focuses on lymph node metastasis, mainly 
in breast cancer. She is particularly interested in understanding how the tumour-immune 
microenvironment facilitates/hinders lymphatic spread in solid tumours.

Dr Nirupa Murugaesu
Dr Murugaesu is a Consultant in Medical Oncology at St George’s University Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, Cancer Lead for Genomics at the South East Genomics Laboratory Hub and 
the Clinical Lead for Cancer Genomics and Clinical Studies at Genomics England. Dr Nirupa 
Murugaesu trained in Medical Oncology and completed a PhD at The Institute of Cancer 
Research. Following which, she completed a Clinical Lectureship in The Translational Cancer 
Therapeutics Laboratory at University College London and The Francis Crick Institute with an 
academic research interest in tracking cancer evolution through therapy.

Dr Adam Shaw
Dr Adam Shaw is a consultant in clinical genetics at Guy’s & St Thomas’ NHS Foundation 
Trust. He co-chairs the national transformation project on improving diagnosis of Lynch 
syndrome. He is clinical lead for the hereditary bowel cancer service for Southeast 
Thames. He is active in teaching and research and a previous recipient of the Opitz young 
investigator award (USA).

Dr Kevin Monahan
Dr Kevin Monahan is a Consultant Gastroenterologist and Endoscopist at the Lynch 
Syndrome and Family Cancer Clinic, Polyposis Registry, Centre for Familial Intestinal Cancer, 
and Wolfson Endoscopy Unit, at St Mark’s Hospital, London. Lead for National Lynch 
Syndrome Project, NHS England. He has a PhD in Cancer Genetics from Imperial College and 
the University of London 2009. He performs genetic testing, endoscopic and other screening 
for gastrointestinal cancer in susceptible populations. He is also interested in caring for 
patients with other GI diseases with colleagues. Dr Kevin Monahan is currently continuing 
his research interests in clinical and molecular aspects of gastrointestinal pathology, 
particularly in the field of endoscopy, colorectal, pancreatic and other GI cancers, GI polyps 
and other neoplasia.

Dr Max Whibley
Max Whibley is a histopathologist and clinical lead working at the Sussex County Hospital in 
Brighton. His interest is in Lynch syndrome and in particular the testing for Lynch syndrome 
on tissue received by histopathologists. Detecting patients who have Lynch syndrome is 
critical as it informs treatment options and facilities further efforts of risk reduction and 
early detection of other cancers. The histopathologist is key to the process of detection as 
testing is performed and interpreted on diagnostic tissue such as a biopsy from the colon or 
a sample from the uterus. His aim is to make this testing comprehensive, reliable and timely.

Dr Shreyans Gandhi
MBBS, MD, DNB (Internal Medicine), MRCP, FRCPath. Dr Shreyans Gandhi, completed his 
residency programme in Internal Medicine from King Edward Memorial hospital, University 
of Mumbai and gained specialist training in Haematology at King’s College Hospital, where 
he developed an interest in bone marrow failure disorders. He pursued research at King’s 
college London, in exploring telomere disorders and it’s multi-system manifestation in bone 
marrow failure. His bench work on RTEL1 was published in Blood Advances. He has been 
an investigator on numerous clinical trials, including cellular therapies and on novel anti-
complement drugs. Dr Gandhi is a Haematology Consultant at Kings college Hospital, working 
in the field of myeloid disorders, with a primary interest in AA/BMF and PNH including 
cellular therapies. He is actively involved in academia, being a trainer and supervisor for 
junior haematology trainees. He co-chairs the South East London Cancer Network (SELCN) in 
Haemato-Oncology, and has more than 50 articles in peer reviewed journals and chapters to 
national textbooks. 

Dr Austin Kulasekararaj
Dr Austin Kulasekararaj is a Consultant Haematologist, King’s College Hospital and Honorary 
Senior Clinical Lecturer, King’s College London. His clinical interests are in aplastic anaemia 
and bone marrow failure syndromes, PNH, MDS and myeloid malignancies. Leads the King’s 
National Paroxysmal Nocturnal Haemoglobinuria service. He has translational Research in 
Molecular/immunological pathogenesis of MDS and aplastic anaemia, particular focus on 
overlap disorders. Bloodwise foundation and British Society of Haematology (BSH) senior 
clinical research fellow. Dr Kulasekararaj is also a scienticific advisor for patient advocacy 
group (MDS UK) and has authored/co-authored over 130 articles in peer-reviwed journals 
and has contributed to book chapters in major textbooks.

Dr Debashis Sarker
Debashis Sarker is Consultant Medical Oncologist at Guy’s, St Thomas’ and King’s College 
Hospitals and Reader in Experimental Oncology in the School of Cancer and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences at King’s College London. He is clinical co-lead for Cancer at NHSE South East 
Genomic Medicine Service and Laboratory Hub and chairs their Genomic Tumour Advisory 
Board. Debashis specialises in the management of pancreatic, liver and neuroendocrine 
cancers with a particular focus in developmental therapeutics and early phase clinical trials. 
He is the co-lead of King’s Health Partners Experimental Cancer Medicine Centre.
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